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The four principles-

1. For us surrender is out of question

2. The recognition of the Karen State must be complete
3. We shall retain our arms

4. We shall decide our own political destiny.

Pk qeampernet 2yd (1)
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(KAF) Karen Armed Forces.
(KNDQ)
Kawhitoolai National Defence Orga-
nization,
(KPLA)
Karen People Liberation Army.
(KNLF)
Kayen National Liberation Front.
(KNPP)
Karenni National Prograssive Party
(KNU) Karen National Union.
(KNUP)
Karen National United Party.
(NMSP) New Mon State Party.
(NUF) National United Front.
(ZNF) Zome National Front.
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THE MIGRATION AND SETTLEMENT OF THE KARENS.

Chronology of Karens.

B.C.2017. Began to leave Mongolia and headed
towards East Turkistan.

B.C.2013. Arrived East Turkistan and settled
there for 147 years.

B.C.1866. Left East Turkistan and arrived at
Tibet two years later.

B.C.1864. Settled in Tibet for 476 years.
B.C.1388. Arrived Yunnan and settled there for
257 years.

B.C.1128. The first group of Karens migrated
into S.E. Asia.

B.C.1125. The first group of Karens arrived and
settled in S.E.Asia.

B.C.741. The second group of Karens mi-
grated into S.E.Asia.

B.C.739. The second group of Karens arrived
and settled in S.E.Asia.

B.C.749. The Mons came down along

Mekong River into S.E.Asia.

They settled around the Mekong
Valley in “Yaw Net Taing” and *Mari Pyin Sa State”

In the North, “Ayndia Taing™ and
“Dwayawaddy™ States were established in the
Mekong

Delta in about the 5th Century.
800A.D.-1300 A.D.

The Mons from “P’na set” province
of “Kanbawza” country migrated into Burma and
scattered settled along the Tenessarim sea coast. later,
they extended the settlement into the whole of
Southern Burma, beginning from Pegu to Tavoy, Ye
Tenessarim, Kyaik Kemi, Moulmein and Martaban.
Some had settled in the Irrawaddy division in towns
such as Bassein, Myaung Mya, Pya Pon, Tharawaddy,
Kyon Pyaw, Ain Me, Pan tanaw, Wah Kema, Bogalay,
Daydeye, Kyiek Lat, Latputta, Tonte, Syrian and
Kyauk Tan. Rangoon was first established by the
Mons. The names of places in Rangoon such as
Kemmendine Kamarut, Tamwe, Mingaladon were
given by the Mons. “Thuwanna Bonmi,” Pegu and
Hanthawaddy were prominent provinces of the Mons.

During 3rd to 10th centuries A.D, oversea
merchants from Arabia and India had economical,
military and cultural contacts with these Mons. They
brought with them. the “Htera Wahda™ Buddhism and
Indo-Arian cultures.

A.D. 800. (Hterawahda) 5 towns and 18 small princes
of the Pyus were under the rule of the Nancho Shans.

It was recorded in Chinese history that, among the
Nan Cho envoys who had paid tribute to the Chi-
nese Emperor. Pyu’s princes or chiefs and their ser-
vants were included. In the 9th Century, Nancho
Shans invaded Pyu’s towns and provinces and en-
slaved them. It was found that some of the Pyu de-
scendants were in Yunnan. They lived by hunting
wild animals. and catching fish and lobsters.

A.D 849. king “Pyin Pyar~ established “Pagan.”
A.D.1044 “Anaw ra hta” became King. The ter-
ritorial areas of the Pagan administration probably
included Shwebo, Mon Ywa, Sagaing, Mandalay,
Kyauk Sé, Mik Htila, Yemethin and some parts of
the Toungoo, Myingyan, Magwe, Prome, Thayet, Min
Pon and Pakkoku Districts.

King Anaw rah hta (Anu Ro Ddha) invaded
Thaton and confiscated the art, culture and litera-
ture of the Mon, including the three volumes of
“Bitaka” (Buddhist literature)

A Karen Minister “Pu Daik Kaw” who served
under King “MaNuHa™ of Thaton, run away with
the remaining “Pa ri ya ti” Literature, carried by 40
porters. to “Htaung Wa.”

A.D.1044-1287. The Pagan Dynasty was succes-
sively ruled by Kings “Anaw ra hta.” Alaung
Sithu,”*Min Shin Saw”..... etc. Finally during the
reign of “Narathihapaté,” Pagan was invaded and
destrayed by the Chinese.

A.D.1044-1287.

During the reign of King “Anawrahta”,
“Alaungsithu™ “Min Shin Saw™ “Narapeté Sithu”,
and “Zeyathinka. the Narathu, the younger son of
Alaungsithu. assassinated his elder brother “Min
Shin Saw”. Again “Narathinka,” the elder son of
“Narathu™ was assassinated by his younger brother
“Narapete Sithu.” After the execution of “Ananda
Thuna™ and “Nga Aung Swa,” “Waing Daw Hmu”
(around table consultancy) system was introduced.
Before King “Narapatésithu™ died, he gave the throne
to his youngest son “Zeya Thinka” and empowered
the remaining elder sons as officials in “Hluttaw.”
During the reign of the Pagan King “Narathihapeté,”
he had to suppress insurgencies at Martaban and
Mahagiri.

A.D. 1106 It was recorded in the Chinese im-
perial history that Burmese envoys from Pagan had
visited the Chinese Emperor.

A.D. 1254-87 “Narathi hapete™ was the last King
of Pagan Dynasty. After the Pagan Dynasty was ru-
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ined, Nancho State was also abolished, and the Shans
massive migrated to northern Burima. They settled
in Kyaukse. “Narathihapete™ could not prevent this
massive migration. Instead, he had to make peace with
them by marrying his son with the daughter of the
Shan Chief. During this tume, the Mons in Southern
Burma were rising against King ~“Narathihapete”
Their leader was “Wa Ri Ru™ and they were based at
Martaban. At the same time, the Arakans separated
themselves from the Burmese King and established
their own Kingdom. Under these turbulent circum
stances, the Burmese King again suffered an inva-
sion by the enormous army of “Kublai Khan,” which
thus ended the Pagan Dynasty.

Pagan Dynasty was destroyed in 13th Cen-
tury. It took nearly 300 years to establish the 2nd
Burmese Empire called Toungoo - Nyaung Yan Dy-
nasty in the 16th century A.D. During this period.
the people of other nationalities also established their
own. Shans were spread massively into South East
Asia. Some passed through “Hu Kong™ Pass and es-
tablished a Shan State called “Ahon™ at Assam.
(India).For those Shans going down the Me Nam and
Me Kong rivers, they established their States called
“Siam™ and “Laos.” For the Shans who migrated into
Burma, they settled at “Chindwin™ and “lIrrawaddy™
and around the Kyaukse-Ledwin™ areas. “Myin
Sine” “MaeKaya” and Pinle” are provinces of the
Shans. The Shan chiefs adopted the economic, cul-
tural and administrative systems laid down by the
Burmese Kings. It was written in Burmese history
that queen “Pwah Saw.” the youngest wife of King,
“Min Pu,” was invited as honorary guest by the Shans
to go and stay with them. She taught them Burmese
culture.

Ledwin Shan chiefs established “Pin Ya,”
“Sagaing” and “Min Hset” as thir province. During
this period, in Burma’s Shan Plateau, Shan prov-
inces were “Kon baung” “Moe N¢” “Kengtung”,
“Nyaungyan ”, “Nyaung Shwe”. “Moe Bye",and
“Theindi”—etc.

Within the upper Chindwin and Irrawaddy
vallies, there were Shan provinces such as “Kalay™.
“Kan tee”, “Taung Auk™, Moe Gaung™, "Moe Nyin",
“Bhammo”, “Moe Ma — ctc. Although these small
provinces were not fighting against each other, they
could not unite themselves to become a bigger Shan
State.

A.D.1365- 68 When “Thadoe Minpyar~ became
King of Ava, he united all Shan provinces under his
rule. These provinces came under the rule of theAva
dynasty for more than 200 years.

A.D. 1368- 1401 During this period the Arakans had
their own sovereign State under their successive
Kings, except when the Ava King “Min Kvi Swa Saw

Ke™ took over their sovereignty twice. They were and
resisted the aggression of the Ava Shans and the
Mons of Han Tharawaddy and maintained their sov-
ereignty.

A.D. 1385- 1423 In lower Burma, King
“Yazadenic” united the Mon people and established
“Yamanya~ State.

A.D. 1400-1600 Ava and Han Tha waddy
were the two rival dynasties during this period. Both
struggled against one another to unite the divided
Burma under their control.

A.D.1401-22  War broke out between the
Burmese and Mons. Ava Kings “Min Kyi Swa
Sawkeé” and his son “Min Kaung” fought against the
Hanthawaddy King “Yazaderic™ for 40 years.

In the Ava dynasty, the famous Kings were
“Thadoe Minpyar”, “Min Kyi Swa Sawke”, “Min
Kaung”, “Tho Hanbwa” (1523- 44) and “Min Gyi
Yan Naung™

In Hanthawaddy dynasty, Mon Kings “Binya
Soe™ (1354 -85), “Yazaderic”, “Shin Saw Bu” (1453-
72)and “Damma Séde” were famous.

Taungoo -Nyaung Yan dynasty.

A.D.1531- 50 “Tabin Shwe Htee” became
King.

A.D.1551-85 “Bayint Naung Kyaw Htin”
became King.

A.D.1590 “Phillip Devritto” Min

Palang served the Arakan King as a mercenary sol-
dier. He helped Major Debritto who was later ap-
pointed to take change of guarding “Syrian”. Debritto
made contact with Portagese governor living at “Go
-ah” in India and declared Syrian a colony of Portu-
gal and strengthened his troops. Syrian fell under
Portuguese rule as a colony for 13 years.

Debritto made alliance with the Martaban
chief "B nvar Dala” by giving him his daughter. He
prepared to take over the Irrawaddy delta. He began
to monopolize commerce and trade with Burma. By
deceiving the Mons and Burmese he had destroyed
many Pagodas and looted the relics enshrined in them.

A.D. 1600- 13 Debnitto (a) Nga Zimga
ruled Syrian as a colonial chief. The Portugese Sea-
man had explored and exploited the India Occan and
Asian continent since the beginning of 16th century.
Many Portugese had travelled around Asia in China,
India and S.E Asia as merchants, missionaries, ad-
venturers, mercenaries and sea pirates. Many
Portugese served as mercenaries to the Mons and
Burmese regional chiefs. Some served as gunners
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under “Tabin Shwe Htee” and “Bayint Naung”.

A.D.1612 *Debritto™ collaborated with his
son in law, “Ba Nyar Dala” and invaded Toungoo.

A.D.1613. Nyaung Yan Chief. “Anoukpet
Lun Min, attacked and destroyed Syrian. Out of five
ships sent by the governor of Portugese to reinforce
Debritto in Syrian, four ships were totally destroyed.
Later on, the Dutch, the British and after that the
French colonialists came in.

A.D.1617. The East India Company sent
Henry Forest and Hohn Frebly*, to reclaim the prop-
erties left by Thomas Samuel, a man who had died
while working for East India Company in Burma.

A.D.1627. The Dutch imperialists hav-
ing a base in Java, came to open their work shops
and factories at Pegu, Syrian and Ava. At the same
time, the British from India made contact with Burma
and opened their trade centers at Syrian, Prome, Ava
and Bhammaw.”

A.D.1647. The East India Co. opened
it’s branch head quarters at Syriam.

A.D.1648-61. King “Pintelé” could not
prevent the incursion made by the defectors from the
Chinese army. So he was dethroned and the Prome
King took over his place.

A.D.1677. The French colonialists
came into the by opening the branch headquarters of
a trading Company to compete with the British in
Syriam. They competed with the British by building
sea liners and transporting them to India and Europe.

In this century, the Portuguese were expelled
from Burma. They took with them to Java their work-
shops and factories.

A.D.1684. The British government sent a
trader, Captain P.T. Datch, to open a trade branch
and begin to make preparations to trade with China.

A.D.1752. Konbaung Dynasty. The
Burmese invaded and seized HanThawaddy for
syears War waged between the Burmese and the
Mons.

A.D.1753-1760 U Aung Zeya became King
of Kon Bang Dynasty. A service man of Oriental
Dutch Co., Darling Pack gave a report to his gov-
ernment, advising the government to invade and took
“Hine Gyi” island and to establish this island as their
base. The governor “Condor” also said seriously that
“Hine Gyi” island was strategically important, mili-
tarily, as well as commercially, as a colonial base.

A.D.1754 On August 22, the East India
Company authorities took over “Hine Gyi” island
with the permission of U Aung Zeva.

A.D.1755 Rangoon was seized by the Bur-
mese from the Mons. East Indian Co. authorities sent
captain Bayer to make friend with U Aung Zeya.

A.D.1756. Suriam was seized by the

Chronology of Karens.

Burmese from the Mons. On April, Aung Zeya sent
a letter to King George to expand the British - Bur-
mese trade relation for the mutual benifits of both
countries. U Aung Zeva also promised that no sea-
port tax could be collected for the British goods to
be sold in Burma and that British merchants would
be allowed to stay in the Bassein district, Negray
cape and “Hine Gyi” island to establish their facto-
ries and trade centers.

A.D.1757.Han Thawaddy was seized by U
Aung Zeya. The British - Burma agreement was
signed by Robert Listel of the East India Company
and U Aung Zeya.

A.D.1758. U Aung Zeya invaded Manipur.

A.D.1760 U Aung Zeya invaded Siam.

A.D.1760-63 The reign of King “Naung Daw
Gy1™.

A.D.1763-78 The reign of King “Hsim
Byu Shin.” Under his reign Siam -Burmese war and
Sino-Burmese war broke out. There was also a Mon
rebellion.

A.D.1769. The British began to build
Ocean liners at Syrian Seaport to get permission to
extract teak from Burma. During the 17th and 18th
Centuries, the British used the Rangoon and Syrian
Sea ports to build ships which were exported to Eu-
rope for sale.

A.D.1778 War broke out between the
British and French. In this war the French were al-
lowed to use Rangoon and Mergue sea ports to fight
the British. Many battles broke out on the Indian
Plateau around “Kanatics”.

A.D.1778-82  The reign of King “Sin-G
u”.

A.D.1782-1819 The reign of King “Boe
Daw Payar”. Under his reign, a national survey were
made twice in 1784 and 1803. Silver coins were cast
and Joint-Venture Companies established. Hsin Byu
Shin invaded and abolished Arakan State and it’s ada-
mants ration. He also invaded Manipur and Assam
of India.

A.D.1790-99  The British extended its ag-
gressive war towards the“Paik Hsoe™ areas. By the
beginning of 19th Century its imperialist war was
extended to the northern part of the Indian Plateau.
By the end of 19th Century, the whole of Indian Pla-
teau was seized by the East- India Company.

December 1826 Rev. Judson left Ava and
returned to Rangoon by a ship called “Diana”. The
Mon rebels made a stongly built fortress to defend
Rangoon.

1827 He amived at“Kyaik Kami” on 24.

1830 Dr. Johnothan Wade invented Sgaw
Karen script by using the Burmese alphabets. Rebel-
lion broke out in Tanessarim. The rebels seized Tavoy
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and Mergui. but the British took back the towns.

1832  Dr. Judson sent Saw Chit Thin to
go and Study at America. Heracieved B.A. and M.A
degrees. Thra To Than Bya was awarder an honorary
Doctor degree for his zealous effort for the Christian
Missionary work by the University of Rochester.

1836 Arakan chiefs revolted against
the British.

1840 Rev: Bravion invented "Pwo Karen™
script using the Burmese alphabet.

A relief center was established by
Rev: Vintan after the first Anglo-Burmese war. He
helped the Karens refugees by supplying them with
rice and medicine. He also offered rehabilitation
work, medical care and education.

1847  Saw San Tha and Saw Tha Nay were
the first two Karens to be taught English at the“Koe
Hau™ academy.

1824 The Ist Angle-Burmese war was
concluded by the “Yandabo™ Treaty. This treaty

agreed that both sides must send their envoys to stay
in both capitals. The Burmese refused to send their
envoys to Catar Ha. They didn’t want to accept the
Bnitish envoys as spies, so the British had to with
draw their envoys.

2nd Anglo-Burmese war broke out while
Dalhousie was governor. The British accused the Bur-
mese that they had unjustly detained two British
Ship captains.

The Burmese fought gallantly to defend
Rangoon. Bassein and Martaban. Finally the British
occupied the whole of lower Burma. The war ended
n June 1825. Lower Burma became British Burma
and Ava was then cut off from the sea.

1855 In the Delta, the Christian Mission-
aries extended their work at Henzada and Danupyu.
Rev. Bragton established his mission headquarters
at Danupyu.

1856 Mr. Dim Callin died. He was one of
the people who established a Burmese Christian
Church at Thon Hse.
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caronoLosy- Karens Involvement in the
anti- colonial and emerging political

movement.

ighting broke out between
Fthe British and the Burmese

at “Danubyu” on March
7,1825. Two British officers, Cap-
tains Rose and Cannon were killed
in battle. The Bntish had to ask
for reinforcements from General
Colton, the officer in command.
In this battle, the Karens from vil-
lagers of both East and West of
Dannubyu” such as “Alamyo”.
“Chaungpya”, and * Thebaw the
byu” took part. The Karen troops
were led by Bolan.

The Danubyu fortress fell
mto the hands of the British on
April 2, 1825, After retreating
from Danubyu fortress, the Bur-
mese Karen troops led by “Shwe
Hlan Bo” and Karen Commander
“Mahn Kyar” re-attacked
“Danubyu”, but due to unequal
strength. they had to withdraw. The
British went on fighting the re-
treating Burmese- Karen troops.
The Burmese commander “Shwe
Hlan Bo” was killed at “Saut tan
forest" north of “Kyan Pyaw”.
“Mahn Kyar” continued to lead the
Burmese - Karen forces and fought
against the British. The battle con-
tinued and “Mahn Kyar” was
killed at A Htaung - Thaung Gyi".
It was learnt that, while anti-im-
perialists broke out in Delta, the
Burmese and the Karens at
“Tharawaddy district” joined
hands and waged a guerrilla war-
fare against the British in their
area.

The second Anglo-Bur-
mese war broke out an April 5,
1852. In order to be able to over-
whelm the whole of lower Burma,
struggle resisted by the “Geko-
Gebar™ Karen troops. This anti-
imperialists movement was led by
“Min Tin” and “Min Hla” from
“Apai chaung” (Kay tharan) village

and the native chief “Aik Tha
Htaung™.

Chief “Aik Tha Htaung *
had organized the “Geko-Gebar™
Karens living on East voma range.
to fight against the British intrud-
ers. The villages he organized
were:- “Taung Myint”, “Ywa
Pain”, “Pa Law”, “Le du Kaung”,
“Mayan Taung”, “Htain Pyaung”,
“Htee Day”, K'lee” (Pwelaw Doe)
“Lar Hsaw”, “Ba Ma” (Baw Mu
Doe). “Min Lan Taung”,
(Yamapolee), “H sm-an Taung”,
“Shan le-byin” {The' Doe), “Tat
Taung™ (M’ta Plo), “M gu Taung™
(K" tha Doe), “Myat Htin” (Pwe
He' Doe), “Kyay K’ dau”, “Maung
Kyaw”, “Maung L’baut”, “Laik
Tho”, “K’hsaw Plo™. “Yado”, Ah
Yu”, Saw S6. and “Barbu”. The
villagers were given military train-
ing: fighting with swards and
spears, bows and arrows and per-
sonal fitness. His lieutenants were
“Bo Hlaing” and “Bo Gwet”,
whosetroops  deployved at
“Yangon” village and gave the situ-
ation report to the Burmese King
and chief “Aik Tha Htaung”.

After occupying the plain
areas of Toungoo, Yedashe‘, Hswa,
Thagaya, Mvo Hla and Yenee. the
British troops marched on to the
East Yoma range, to invade and
occupy the surrounding Karen vil-
lages. The British deployed their
troops and established cheek
points at “Kunbin” village, 2 miles
East of Toungoo and “Petu” vil-
lage, 17 miles north from Toungoo.
The troop was also deployed at
“Kayin Chaung™ village, 9 miles
from “Yedashe. In building a 24
miles long and 6 feet wide motor
road between “Myat Htin” village
and “Kayin Chaung™ village, the
Karen villagers were forced to
labour by the British imperialists.

Knowing the aggression
of the British, Chief " Aik Tha
Htaung™ and his Lieutenant Bo
Kvaw Bo from Maung Kyaw vil-
lage gave an ultimatum to the Brit-
ish to go home and urged the Karen
people not to co-operate with the
imperialists.

The battle broke out
fiercely at “Myo Hla”, *Ye ne™ and
“Ye'gan™ with fierce fithing be-
tween the Burmese and the Bnit-
ish troops. On hearing the news,
chief Aik Tha Htaung and his
troops, followed by his lieutenants
“Bo Yin Tun”, “Bo Hlaing”, “Bo
Guest'”, and “Bo Kyaw”, came
down to the plain to reinforce the
Burmese troops. They fought to
block the Britisht roops coming up
by boats along the “Sittang” river.

The “Ge Ko Ge-Bar™
Karen troop led by “Bo Kyaw™ at-
tacked and overrun the British
troops employed at “Myat Htin”.
The British troops had to retreat
back to Toungoo.

The “Ge Ko Ge-Bar”
Karens had to make preparation to
defend their villages by felling
trees and bamboo to block the
roads leading to their villages.
They also built posts, fortresses
and other necessary obstacles in
the Karen hills. dividing their
troops into three columns. The first
column marched towards “Ta
Htaung * village from "Myo Hla”
and “Yegan”. The second column
marched towards “Kayin Chaung”
and “Myat Htin” from “Yeda she™
and the third column marched to-
wards “Kunbin”, “Laitho”, “T’
thaw plo” and * Yado” from
Toungoo.

At first Chief “Aik Tha
Hlaung™ and his troops could suc-
cessfully resist against columns (1)
and (2) of the British invaders. the
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third column could over ran “Mg
Kyaw:” village defended by “Bo
Kyaw”. From here, this troop
marched towards “Al¢’” Change™
village of Chief “Aik Tha Htaung™
after passing through “Maw Kaw
Tha: village. The battle broke out
fiercely but due to unequal
strength and 1in superior Brtish
weapons, Aik The Htaung and his
men had to retreat with heavy ca-
sualties.

Bo Mya Tun, The Mons and the
Karens.

Bo Tha Bon, Bo Tha Do,
Bo Kyaw Hla and Bo Mya Tun
were well known among the lead-
ers fighting against the British at
Rangoon,Danubyu,Pegu, Bassein,
Moulumein and Martaban.

The first battle broke out
between the British troops and
troops led by Bo Mya Tun near
“Danubyu” on January 17, 1853.
There were 12 causalities on the
British side.

In February 1853, the
British troops, consisting of 158
soldiers from the Navy and 62 sol-
diers from the Infantry headed by
Captain B.C. Luch and 300 sol-
diers headed by Major Michan,
came fo attack “Danubyu” fortress
defended by Bo Tun Mya and his
men. A Fierce battle broke out. In
this battle, 6 British soldiers were
killed and 53 injured, including
Captain Luch. The British had to
retreat.

The situation was not
favourable for the British in their
aggressive war in the delta. There-
fore Sir John Cheap had to rein-
force troop No. 51 of the impenal
battalion consisting of 200 Irish
soldiers, a company of No. 67. nifle
battalion consisting of 200 Indian
Soldiers, and an artillery having 24
pound Howitzer and a 9 Pound
cannon were sent from Prome on
March 18, 1853. This reinforce-
ment combined with Major
Holdish's troops. came to attack
and destroyed the defense position
of Bo Mya Tun and his anti-impe-
rialists force consisting of the
Mons, the Karens and the Burmese
soldiers.

The battle began on

March 7, 1853 at 2 PM. Bo Mya
Tun and his men gallantly de-
fended their position. It was fierce
fighting. The battle lasted for 12
days. Due to heavy shelling from
the Howitzer, Burmese troops had
heavy causalities. The two sons of
Bo Mya Tun were injured. On
March 19, 1853, Bo Mya Tun
troops had to leave their position.
He escaped unharmed. In this
battle, 120 officers and 95 soldiers
were injured on the British side. 3
British Senior officers, 18 Junior
officers and 250 soldiers were
killed.

ish, along the Sittang and Paung
Laung rivers. Battles broke out
through out these areas at Kye Po
Gyi, Kye Po gale, Pa Tin gale,
Naung Pale’and Ingin Mine there
was also a resistance movement
along the Salween river waged by
the Karen and Karenni people led
by U Po Kaing.

Finally, June 21, in 1857,,
an agreement was reached between
the British and the Burmese gov-
ernment to recognize the indepen-
dent of Karenni State. The agree-
ment was signed by “Kin Wun Min
Gyi” an behalf of the Burmese gov-

Bo Kaung Gyi and the Burmese- Karen
Anti imperialists troop.

Contemporary to Bo Mya
Tun. Bo Kaung Gyi was one of the
leaders of anti- imperialists move-
ment in Tharrawaddy district.

He was a village headman from
“Tarbontate”. Bo Kaung Gyi and
Bo Kaung Gale with the Karen
people in Tharawaddy actively
fought against the British imperi-
alists. At night time “Kanaung”
and Ank Po” towns in May, 1853.

In 1853, the anti-imperi-
alist movement continued and
spread through Mo Nyo. Henzada,
Tharawaddy ....etc. After retreating
from Danubyu. Bo Mya Tun
joined hands with “Pu Kangale™
and his Karen troops to fight
against the British imperialists
around “Duyar” village. Both Bo

Mya Tun and Pau Kangale fought
gallantly and were killed in the
battle.

In order to suppress Bo

Mya Tun and his following, the
British assigned a general with
4,000 soldiers. A military cam-
paign consisting of 3 major opera-
tions was carried for more than a
month, leaving the British with
and many dead heavy causalities.

In November, 1856. the

British marched towards the
Karenni hills. “Hlut Say™ and the _
people of Karennt waged a resis-
tance movement against the Brit-

ernment and “Sir Douglas Forcip”
on behalf of the British govern-
ment.

In 1857, a Karen “Min
Laung” (supposed future king) led
the insurgency against the British
at Martaban. This insurgency
spread to the Irrawaddy Delta and
Bassein.

In 1858. Mr. Nicol* died.
He was one of the leaders who had
organized a Burmese Christian
church at Thonze. He had worked
as a Christian missionary for 19
years at Mailmen, Arakan State
and Rangoon.

In 1858, the death of Mr.
Vinton temporarily hindered T.
Than Byar going abroad for fur-
ther studies in United States.

In 1858, the British gov-
ernment took over the administra-
tive power of India and lower
Burma from the East-India Com-
pany. Lower Burma, at that time
was called British Burma, consist-
ing of four small provinces: V.z.
Arakan, Tanessarim, Pegu and
Martaban. A chief commissioner
was appointed for British Burma,
establishing his office at Rangoon.

Two Karens, Saw Catcher
and Saw Pale Kwe Htoo went to
the U.S.A. for biblical studics in
1860.

The other Karens leaving
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for the U.S.A. their studies were
T. Than Byar, Mya San Po Kwe,
Barbara Mo, Thara Kar Se*, Saw
Pah Kaw Htoo, and Hay May Kle*
Po. Many of them received Mas-
ters degrees. T. Than Byar re-
ceived a Doctorate. (D.D). These
Karens returned to Burma and
worked in Karen schools for free
national education.

In 1865, Mrs. Ancol went
back to United States of America.
T. Than Byar went with her.

T. Than Byar received his
Masters degree (M.A) in 1871, af-
ter struggling, as he had to be self-
relaint, through self-reliance in
U.S.A. forseven years. He was the
first Karen to receive this degree
from abroad. T. Than Byar was
later awarded an honorary
Doctorate(D.D) by the University
of Rochester for his distinguish
service to religion.

In 1871, there was an anti-
imperialist struggle by the Bre-
Karen people led by Tee Pe".

In 1878, the anti-imperi-’

alist struggle also occurred in
Tharawaddy and Toungoo led by
Bo Paw Din. Bo Aung took the
lead after Bo Paw Din.

National organisations
arose among the Karen people. In
1881, the Karens in lower Burma
began to organize a Karen National
Association called “Daw K'lu”
Among the leaders were T. Than
Byar, Thara Mya San, Thara Say
Te', U Loo Nee and U Shwe Mg
Ohn. They began to publish “Daw
K’lu” Journal to organize the
Karen people.

The Executive committee
members of this “Daw K'lu™ As-
sociation were:-

1. Dr. T Than Byar.

President.
2. Dr. Mya San.
Vice- President.
3. U Loo Nee.
Secretary.
4.U San Lone.

Joint-Secretary.
5.U Shwe Mg Ohn
Member.
6. Thara Saw Say.
Member.

On Jan 1.1885, Burma
was declared to be part of the Brit-
ish Empire by the governor of In-
dia Hard Frame.

After annexation of the
whole of Burma, the country was
ruled by the British under military
administration for 10 years.

In November 1885, the
British took away King Thibaw.
his queen and some of his minis-
ters and sent them to India. They
had to spend the rest of their lives
as captives at “Yadana Giri” in In-
dia.

Insurgency broke out ev-
ery where Burma. To suppress
these insurgencies, the British au-
thorities had to assign two Major
Generals and six Bragadier Gen-
erals with 30,000 soldiers under
their command.

Mahn Paw. a villager of
“S-be- Yon” from Kyaunggin
Township, Bassein district, orga-
nized the swrrounding Karen pa-
triots from Kyauk Chaung Gyi,
Kangyi dauk, Thabaung, Kyaung
gon, Kya Yike Chaung and S’ be
‘yon villages to fight against the
British imperialists.

Thousands of Karen, Pa-
O and Burmese people were orga-
nized by Abbot Mayan Chaung,
living around Toungoo, Sittang,
Shwegyin and the Salween. This
movement stretched along the ru-
ral areas from Rangoon to the
Tenessarion coastal strip.

On Jan 1,1888, the Brit-
ish declared that there was peace
and tranquility in Burma. but when
the governor of Burma visited
Mandalay, he was coldly greeted
un warmly by the government ser-
vants of “Hluttaw” with no felici-
tations given to him. They refused
to attend the ceremony welcoming
the governor and even refused to
take off their shoes in front of him.

In March, 1888, Saw La
Paw, the leader of the Kayah
people invaded * Mauk Mue” and
expelled Chief Mauk Mae. Khun
Nwe, a Kayah patriot was ap-
pointed as a new chief of Mauk
Mae.

An abbot U Thuria of Han
Thawaddy, organized the Karen
and Burmese people living in

chonology

Tharrawaddy and Paungde® and
led the anti- imperialist movement,
fighting against the British.

In May, 1888, Sir George
Scott opened a military base at
Mauk Mae, deploying the British
troop commanded deviate mant by
licutenant Fouler, to prevent the
anti-imperialist movement of the
Kayah people. This military base
was attacked by the combined
troops of the Kayah and Shan pa-
triots led by Saw La Paw. An in-
tense battle broke out and 60
Kayah and Shan people had to give
their lives in this battle.

Anti-colonial movement
grew stronger in Kayah state. The
British escalated it’s suppression
against the activists in the move-
ment and declared rewards for
those who could kill and produce
the heads of the revolutionaries.

The Karens and Burmese
living in Gyobin Kauk, Zigon,
Nattalin, Paungde‘, Oak Po,and
Tharrawaddy secretly organized
themselves to fight against the
British. The news leaked out and
84 people were arrested.

The British issued an or-
der demanding Saw La Paw, the
Kayah leader, go and see the Brit-
ish government at Loikaw and give
an explanation why he had attack-
ed Mauk Mae. For this, the Brit-
ish demanded Saw La Paw to give
2.00,000 coins and 500 guns as
compensation to the British. Saw
La Paw rejected this demand and
refused to go and meet the Brit-
ish.

On Dec. 7, 1888, the Brit-
ish declared war against the Kayah
people. The British invaded
Kayah State by dividing their
troops into two columns. The first
column marched towards Saw
Lone to suppress the Kayah resis-
tance there. The 2nd column led
by Colonel Harvey marched from
Papun to Balke'.

From 1885 to 1887,
Burma was ruled by a chief com-
missioner and the laws and regu-
lations for governing Burma were
enacted by the legislative council
of the Indian government. In 1897,
Burma was allowed to promulgate
its own laws regarding peace and
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tranquillity in the country. The leg-
islative body to enact these laws
was formed in accordance with
section 49 of the Indian Legisla-
tive Council Act.

In 1898, the Burma's Mu-
nicipal Act was promulgated. Ac-
cording to this Act, some cheated
representatives were included in
forming the municipal committee.
Comparing this Act with the In-
dian Municipal Act, it was found
that the former lagged behind the
later by 20 vears. In this Act, there
is no separation of judicial and
executivepower. Both powers were
vested in the hands of a single
body. The legislative body had no
authority over financial affairs. It
had no right to give an opinion or
have say a regarding sanctioning
budgets for a fiscal year.

On July 26, 1904, a gen-
eral principles were laid for form-
ing a Buddhist Association by Mg
Mg Gyi, Mg Ba Pe and Mg Ba Yin.
U San Ba, U San Lwin, U Sein Hla
Aung, U Pah, U Ba Dun, U Hla Pe
and U Thein Maung Later joined
in.

YMBA, the Young Men
Buddhist Association was formed
in 1906. Among It’s founders in-
cluded U BaPe, Dr. Ba Yinand U
Mg Gyi.

The Rangoon YMBA was
established in 1908 with system-
atically elected E.C. members.
The whole Burma YMBA was svs-
tematically organized in 1911. By
1920, there were more than 400
YMBA organizations throughout
Burma. The aims of this Associa-
tion were to enhance national re-
ligion , education, culture, litera-
ture and arts for the people of
Burma. In 1920, YMBA changed
it’s official name to G.C.B.A., the
General Council of Buddhists As-
sociations.

Dr. Mya San was the
President of Daw K 'lu from 1905
to 1920,

The British government
reformed the administration of In-
dia in accordance with 1909 Act
on March 16, 1909, The chief ad-
ministrator of India was the Brit-
ish governor Lard Minto. This re-
form was called the Molly-Minto

reform.

According to this reform,
the legislative council of Burma
was enlarged. Its members in-
creased from 9to 15. Among these,
14 were to be appointed by the
Deputy governor, of which 6 were
from government officials and 8
were non government people. Out
17 non-government personel, 4
were selected from Burmese na-
tionalities, one was Indian, one
Chinese and two were lawyers.

The council had no right
to give decide financial and admin-
istrative affairs. Its duty was merely
to give advice to the occupying
governor. The decision-making
power was solely vested in the
:hands of the deputy governor.

On March 20, 1910,
emergency meetings of the YMBA
were held throughout Burma,

A “Thuria” news paper
began its first publication and dis-
tribution on July 4,1911.

On sunday, May 10, 1914,
the second congress of the YMBA
was held in Rangoon.

On 1915, Oct. 24, 25and
26, the congress of YMBA was
held in Mandalay.

In 1915, according to the

approved Indian council Act, the

members of the legislative coun-
cil of Burma were increased to 28.
The deputy governor was to be the
chairman of the council and that,
out of it’s 28 members, 26 were to
be appointed by the deputy gover-
nor with the approval of the gov-
emnor. One representative, from
Burma Traders' Association, which
included the European traders, was
added to the council.

Out of these appointed 26,
12 were to be government officials,
with the remaining 14 consisting
of 9 Burmese, 3 Indians and 2
others. Two law specialists were
also appointed by the deputy gov-
emor.

December 5, 1920. Uni-
versity students staged a general
strike.

December 22, 1930. Peas-
ants uprising led by Saya San from
Ye Taik village of Tharawaddy. In
this uprising Karens from south-
em Henzada led by Bo Kya joined

the ranks. Many Karens from
Tharrawaddy and Insein were in-
cluded in this uprising against the
British colonialist government.

1930, May, racial con-
flicts occurred between Burmese
and Indians across the country.

In 1930, the Burmese Na-
tional organization called “Doe
Bamar Asi- Ayone” was formed.

On July 19, 1930, the
Burmese national anthem was
sung for the first time by the stu-
dents of Rangoon University,
Thaton Hall, social and reading
club.

The students general
strike began on February 25, 1936
led by the students United Front
(S.U.F) of Rangoon University.
Karen Students, Saw Sankey of
Thaton, and Saw Way Thaw 14
Papuan, who were members of
S.U.F. actively took part in the
strike. The other Karen students
actively took part in this general
strike were:-

9 Saw Aung Ba from the all
Burma Student Union;

9 Saw Tun Sein, Saw Ba Khin and
Saw Tha Zan from the High
School Students Union,

Saw San Key and some
of the other Karen patriots mem-
bers of “Doe Bamar Asi- ayone™ .

During the 1915, 1916,
1917. First World War period,
Germany seemed to be on a verge
of victory. In order to gain victory
over Germany, the British tried to
persuade her colonies countries to
help. On August 20, 1917, a dec-
laration was made by the British
Minister for Colonial India “Mr.
Monte- Gu” in the British Parlia-
ment that, Britain would give au-
tonomous rights to her colonial
countries like India, including
Burma.

1918. The end of the first
World War.

1919. An Administrative
Act was moved in the British Par-
liament. In this Act, a little politi-
cal power was given to the people
of India, but Burma was excluded.
this was strongly objected to by the
Burmese people. The Burmese
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sent representatives to both India
and England to object to this Act.
There was wide spread objection
in Burma.

The 1920 Rangoon Uni-
versity Students” Strike generally
seemed to be educational revolt,
but in essence, it was a political
up heaval among Burmese youths.

In 1921, the “Monte- Gu-
Chansford Plan” was approved in
the Parliament of India. In this
plan Burma was again excluded.
At that time there was no political
party in Burma. YMBA was
merely an association actively
striving for the interest of the coun-
try. YMBA sent a team of del-
egates to England to demand that
Burma be included in this plan.

In 1919. the YMBA split
into two factions: the Elders and
the youths factions. The political
program of the youths faction was
to include Burma in Monte- Gn-
Chanstard Plan and to strive for-
ward step by step and finally,
achievefull autonomy right for
Burma.They intended to remain
with in the British Common
Wealth. The aims of the Elders
faction was to accept the plan
drawn by the deputy governor Sir
Reginald Creddock to administer
Burma. Finally, the Sir Reginald
Creddock plan was accepted in
Burma. The youth's faction became
political party. A political confer-
ence was called in 1910, and
YMBA was transformed to
G.C.B.A, the general council of
Buddhists Association.

On Jan 1,.1921.the “Di-
archy” system was introduced in
Burma. In this system, the admin-
istration was divided into two
parts. The central government of
India took over the first part and
the second part went to the elected
members of peoples' representa-
tives. There were 102 governmen-
tal departments in this administra-
tion. Out of these, 47 departments
such as Rail ways post and tele-
graph, Post, custom, ...etc. were
directly under the control of the
central government in New Deli
(India) and 33 departments such as
Finance, defense, Home affairs ...
etc. were under the control of the

governor. The governor could ap-
point the departmental heads at his
own discretion. Only the remain-
ing 22 departments that were not
very important were left for the leg-
islative council of Burma to con-
trol.

In 1923, it was declared
by the British government that the
Monte- Gu- Chansfard plan in-
cluded Burma. According to this
plan, Burma became one of the
provinces of India and it would be
administered by a governor. Pre-
viously, Burma was admimistered
only by the deputy governor.

According to this declara-
tion, the total mumber of peoples'
representatives would be extended
to 103. Out of these; so would be
appointed directly by the governor
and the remaining 9 seats would
be for representatives from various
traders unions including a repre-
sentative from Rangoon Univer-
sity.

Out of 80 representatives
elected by the people of Burma, 22
would be for urban people, 9 for
Indians and 49 for the rural
peoples. Out of 49 seats from the
rural people, 5 seats were for the
Karen people.

The struggle for indepen-
dence in India grew stronger. The
question arose whether Burma
should secede from India and re-
mained a separate state or not. Re-
garding this issue, the politicians
in Burma split into two factions.

To solve the problem, the
British sent an inquiry commission
led by Sir John Simon to Burma,
In Burma a special commission
consisting of 7 members of legis-
lative council was formed to co-
operate with the John Simion
Commission. The aims of these
commissions were to find out the
immediate essential for taking up
the responsibility in this new sys-
tem of administration. Both com-
missions submitted their reports
independently, but both agreed
that Burma should secede from In-
dia and remain a separate State.

In 1928, Sir San C. Po
wrote a book called * Burma and
the Karens™. In this book he said
that the establishment of the Karen
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country was the aspiration of all
the Karen people.

On February 18, 1929, the
legislative council of Burma ren-
nin moistly decided to separate
Burma from India.

On February 1929, Under
the supervision of Sayadaw U
Panda Wuatha and Saw Ba Than
Shwe. the Burma Karen National
Association (BKNA) was formed
with Saw Pe Tha as leader. Dur-
ing the second worjd war, this as-
sociation could not make any
movement. After the war, this as-
sociation was reorganize with
Sayadaw .

Agea and Saya Shwe Ba
acting as Patrons.

The E.C. members of this Asso-
ciation were-

1. Sayadaw U Panda Wuntha
President.
2. Saw Mya Thein.
vice-president.

3. U Gyi Saw
Secretary.
4. Mahn Keh Aye
Treasurer.
5. U Narainda.
member.
6. Saw Ba Than Shwe.
member.
7. U Kumara
member.
8. Saw Ba Lone.
member.

The headquarters of this
association was established at No.
253. Montgomery Rd. (Bogyoke
Aung San Rd.). Most of the mem-
bers of this Association were Bud-
dhists. This had many branches
in Myaung Mya Bassein, Insein,
Honthawaddy. Pegu and Kyaikemi
districts.

In July 1929, a combined
meeting of KNA (Karen National
Assn) and L.K.A, (The Loyal
Karen Association) was held. At
this meeting, KNA. President Saw
Pah Dwe and LKA President Dr.
D. Po Min acted as chairmen.

The meeting decided that:-

(1) A special division for the Karen
people be given. as written in a
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book called “Burma and the
Karens” by Dr. San C. Po.

(2) delegation be sent to England
and to ask for the independence of
the Salween district.

In a plenary meeting held
in London, Karen delegates Saw
Syducy Loo Nee and Thra Shwe
Ba Submitted the following
claims:-

(a) To separate Burma from India.
(b) To establish Burma as a sover-
eign state.

(¢) Burma should be established
as a country consisting of a state
for each of the Burmese, Karens,
Chins, Shans......etc.

(d) Burma must be free from the
domination of India.

(e) The must be no racial or reli-
gious discrimination.

( f) Karens must be included at the
government and local administra-
tive level and in various govern-
ment services.

(2) A Karen representative be ap-
pointed for every district in lower
Burma.

(h) To specify special constituen-
cies for the Karens in the clection.
( 1) To form a Karen battalion in
Burma Army.

1930: A plenary meeting,
to separate Burma from India and
to prescribe the New administra-
tion. was held in London for the
first ime. At this meeting the del-
egates of Burma were allowed 1o
attend the meeting but only as
members of delegates from India.

1931: A Special plenan
meeting was held for Burma in
London, 24 delegates from Burma
and 9 British delegates attended
the meeting. The mecting agreed
to separate Bunma from India lent
for confirmation. a plebiscite be
in Burma.

1932. November. A
Plebiscite was made in Burma to
decide whether Burma should stay
as part of India or succede from
her. The majority of the people of
Burma agreed to continue as pan
of India.

To administer the 22 de-
partments entrusted to the Parlia-

ment members, two ministers were
appointed. These ministers were
paid a Larry of Rupees 5,000 a
month.

During this time, the total
population of Burma was 12 mil-
lion, but only 2 million were eli-
gible to vote. The government ser-
vicemen and people who had to
pay revenue and taxes or house
rent to the government were al-
lowed to vote.

In 1933, June, ajoint com-
mittee consisting of 16 members
each from both the house of com-
mons and the house of the Lords
of the British Parliament finally
decided that Burma should secede
from India.

From the report given by
the above joint committe, Burma’s
1935, constitution had emerged
based in the 1935 Indian constitu-
tion. According to this constitu-
tion, there were 91 government
departments. under the supervision
of a Parliament consisting of 132
seats. Among these, 12 seats were
specified for Karens, 8 for Indians,
3 for the English, 2 for the Anglo-
Burman, 12 for traders 1 for the
University, 2 for Bunnese workers
and 2 for Indian workers.

The British Parliament
approved and enacted a new con-
stitution for Burma in 1935. In
November 1936 a general election
was held according to this consti-
tution. This new administration
was called “Di- archy™, consisting
of 91 government departments.
There were two houses of Parlia-
ment- the upper house and the
lower house. The term of service
tor a parhament member was S
years. There were 132 seats for the
lower house.

This new administration
began on April 1, 1937. Accord-
ing to this new system. a govern-
ing body was formed among the
members of parliament and this
body had to advise the governor in
the exercise of his administrative
duties.

There were altogether 98
departments. Departments like De-
fense, Foreign affairs. communi-
canions. Finance. custom, and spe-
cific Christian affairs were under

the direct control of the governor.
Only residual power was given to
the Parliament to administer the
remaining 91 departments.

The E.C, members of Daw
K'lu, the Karen National organi-
zation during 1936-37 were as fol-
lows:-

(1) Thra San Paw
President.
(2) Saw James Tapa
Vice- President.
(3) De. Dwe
Vice- President.
(4) Saw Vicdar San C.Po
Vice- President.
(5) Mahn Ba Yin
Secretary.
(6) Saw Ba Mg.
Associate Secretary.

According to the 1937
constitution, Sin San C Po became
a member of Parliament in the up-
per house.

A draft law to recognize
the first day of the month of
“Pyatho™ as an official Karen New
Year Day was moved in the parlia-
ment and was approved.

There were 36 members of
Parliament in the upper house; 3
were Karen. (1) Dr. San C. Po, (2)
Thara San Baw and (3) Mahn
Shwe Ba.

At this time, the 12 Karen
M. Ps for the lower house were:-
(1) Saw Pe Tha . (2) Mahn Kan
Ave, (3) U Po Amyin, (4) Saw
Sydncy Loo Nee, (5) Mahn Tun
Khin. (6) Mahm Ba Kaing, (7)
Mahn Shwe Nuunt. (8) Saw Mya
Thein. (9) U Hla Pe, (10) Saw Po
Chit. ( Its later became a minis-
ter). (11) Saw Tha Dwe and (12)
Saw John San D Po Min. (Its later
became Parliamentary secretary).

The Karen New Year Day
was recognized by the British gov-
ernment December 21, 1938 ; and
the first Karen New Year celebra-
tion was held in 1939 in Rangoon.
The Karen Parliament members Dr.
San C. Po. Mahn Shwe Ba, U Hla
Pe, Sydney Loo Nee, and Saw Pe
Tha sent a letter of felicitation to

the Karen New Year Celebration.
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