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Early beginning the two
largest Karen group in Burma are
the Pwo Karen and Sgaw Karen.
Baptist Mission among the Pwo
Karens began with the coming of
Miss Eleanor Maconber to
Dohnyou Village near moulmein in
1833, and with the conversion and
baptisn of Pu Sung Pon January 12,
1837. After a few years a church
was formed in Dohnyou village, the
first Pow Karen church in Burma,
one of the first to become self sup-
porting, under the guidance of Rev.
Edwin Bullard. Miss Maconber
started a school for Pwo Karen
children in Dohnyou and also car-
ried on extensive evangelitic work
through out the district into; her
untimely death in 1840. The 125th
anniversary of the Pwo Karen bap-
tism was celebrated in 1962.

A boarding school

for both Pwo angl Sga_wBy Rev. Mlec. Donald

Karens was established in
Moulmein in 1848, using

both and Sgaw dialects. This

is one of the first schools for the
general education of Karens, as the
only other Karen schools at that
time were those in Buddhist mon-
asteries. In the early days the Pwo
Karenswere animists, though later
many became Buddhist. Early Pwo
Karen Christians had a passion for
schools so that their children could
read thr “Book of life” the Bible,
and sing humns,

One of the most outstand-
ing Pwo Karens leaders of those
early days inthe Moulmein area
was Sra Kou Luht, early Pastor of
Dohnyou church, the first Pwo
Karen to be ordained, the first to
travel to America (1848), a lan-
guage teacher and Bible translation
assistant, and one of the early prin-
cipals of the Karen Boarding school
in Moulmein.

Rev. and Mrs. Durlin
Brayton came to Mergui in 1839
to serve as missionaries to the Pwo
Karens of the district. there they

1 All foofnotes have been the
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opened a school during the rainy
season only, so the Braytons could
do evangelistic work in the village
during the dry seasons. Moulmein
and districts were then under Brit-
ish rule following the first Anglo-
Burmese war.

The Pwo Karen churches
in the Moulmein, Mergui and
Tavoy districts have always been
part of the Sgaw Karen Associa-
tions as was the practice in other
parts of Burma Mission policy in
this area assumedthat work among
the Pwo Karens could be satisfac-
tortily accomplished using the
Sgaw Karen language and its lit-
erature. At present there are only
two Pwo Karen churches in the

Tenasserim Division while there are
many thousands of Pwo Karen in
the Tenasserim Divsion while there
are many thousands of Pwo Karen
in that area who have either rejected
Christianity or have heard the gos-
pel. This truly is a needy mission
field, and is a special concern of
the Pwo Karen conference today.

After Durlin Brayton left
Mergui in 1854, there were no other
American missionaries specifically
assidned to Pwo Karen work in the
Tenassarim Division until Rev.and
Mrs. Paul Hasel 1946-1949.

The Pwo Karens were led
step by step to shoulder more of
the educational and evanglistic re-
sponsibilities, consequently when
the Japanese occpied Burma, Mis-
sionaries had to leave the country
from 1941 to 1945, he work of
Christ continued in a vital way,
throughthese years and the difficult
times following independet Pwo
Karen Christion akong with their

It & sccural as
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History OF THe Pwo
CAREN CHURCHES

brethem of other group have wit-
nessed effectivly for Christ by their
courage and faith in dangers and
adversity. Pwo Karen exemplified
their Christian concern for other by
sharing food and shelter with refu-
gees, often at great sacrifice. Un-
settled eondition in the district fight-
ing, suspicious burning and relo-
cation of villages put many thou-
sand to flight. Many of thesewere
like the early Christians we read of
in the book of Acts who witnessed
boldly for Christ as they were scat-
tered abroad by persevution.

Pwo Karen who have
served Pwo Karen Christian school
and churches have taught the prin-
ciples of democracy, service and
integrity that contribute to
make Burma strong. It would
be impossible to even list all
the PwoKaren who have
made significant contribu-
tions in many fields to their
local communities and to the na-
tions. Two examples are Dr. Daw
Sein Shin, an outstanding lady phy-
sician, and Mahn Ba Saing,
speaker of the lower chamber of
Burm’s Parliament. Hundreds of
pastors, teachers, nurses, govern-
ment officials and women in many
walks of life made Chirstianity
meaningful to those around them.

The Bassein field-when
Rev. Elisha Abbott went to British
held Sandoway on the west coast
in 1840 to open work among the
Sgaw Karen, he also took a keen
interest in the Pwo karen ofthat
area. TheKaren trekked over the
Arakan Yomas from their villages
a hundred miles away to study the
bible and the Chritian faith under
Rev. Abbott. Many of the Pwo
Karen converts in the Bassein dis-
trict were won to Christ through
their Sgaw Karen neighbours.
When the Pwos saw that theSgaws
had a Missionary, they too, begged

this could not be done.



to have their own missionary, but
it was not till 1849 that the first
missionary to the Pwo Karens,
Rev.H.L.Van Moter, came to
Sandoway to take up work among
the sea coast villages. A year later
MahnShwe Bo became the first
PwoKaren of the Bassein District
to be ordained.

For the first 26 years the
Pwo Karen churches were in the
same Association with the Sgaw
Karen. However, in 1863, the Pwo
Karens formed their own Associa-
tion with 584 baptized Christians
in 13 churches Thenext 80 years
saw a tremendous growth in
churches and membership for by
1949, there were 8,344 baptized
believers in 92 churches with 21
ordained and 52 unordained pas-
tor.

Many missionaries have
served the Bassein Pwo Karens
through thr year, but none as Rev.
Leonard W.Cronkhite story.

The bassein Pwo Karen
would not be complete with out
some mention of this remarkable
man. Arriving in bassein in Janu-
ary 2, 1884 with Mrs. Cronkhite,
he taugh in the Pwo Karen school
and also toured the villages in evan-
gelistic work to preach and to
strengthen the churches. At his re-

. tirement in 1922, Mr Cronkhite
wrote not without sadness do I sit
down to with this last report of my
missionaries career. [ am no longer
physically able to carry on the
work.Forty year ago Mrs.
Cronkhite and I sailed for Burma.
Thenin 1884 we found 1250 mem-
bers in 22 churches.

“The school have grown
proprotionately and now have 80
village schools to 3churches and
more than 4000 churches mem-
bers.” Dr. Cronkhite’s successor
was Rev. Conrad who with Mrs.
Conrad, served for the next 27
vears. After the Conrads left
Burma in 1949, the Bassein
PwoKarens were without a mis-
sonary for the next ten years.

The Pwo Karen Normal
School was started in Bassein in
1865 and has been the source of a
strong educated leadership
amongthe Pwo Karen churchesfor

nearly a hundred years. A new
school building was erected to re-
place the old one in 1885,

The school was destroyed
by bombs in world war 2 and again
partly destroyed in the civil strife
in 1944.

The Pwo Karen Christians
were scattered and carried on therr
separate center, which resulted in
dividing the Associations into three.
The Kyaunggon-Kyoupyow Asso-
ciations with it high school at
Pyawgon in the northern section,
the Myaungmya Association in the
south, with its in Dobigone in the
suburbs of Myaungmya controlled
and managed by Daw Kyi kyi and
the central part which retained the
old name of Bassein-Myaungmya
Association in Byantgyi until it was
possible to Bassein town in 1959.

The leadership of the
Kyaunggon- Kyonpyaw Associa-
tion has been varried by Sra Shwe
Ba ex-member of the legislative
council. The full time ofthe
myaungmya Association is Sra Po
Li. The executive secertary of the
Bassein-Myaungmya Association
is Rev. Mahn Knight. These men
are the first full time secretariesof
these Association and this marks a
significant step in the self direction
of the churches.

After the civil war broke
out in Bassein and the Christian
fled, squatters occupied the com-
pound for ten years. In 1959 the
carctaker-government cleared the
compound of squatters and the Pwo
karen Christians returned and be-
gan repairing and rebuilding. Rev.
and Mrs. Edwin T. Fletcher moved
into the mission house in 1960 and
helped with various phases of the
work. By the help of such leaders
as Sramu Christine, Sramu Amy,
and others, the school grew in num-
bers, influence and standards, and
became a high school agin.

In October 1962 the
Bassein Pwo Karen Baptist com-
munity entertained the Pwo Karen
Baptist Conferece and celebrated
the 100th anniversary of the
Bassein Pwo Karen Baptist church.
Sra Johnnie was pastor of this
church for 48 years and was
present for the celebration.

Henzada-Danubyu field-
In 1854, Rev. Durlin L.Brayton
was transferred from Mergui to
Henzada to open up a new work
among the Pwo Karens. During his
one year stay in Henzada, he
preached the gospel in many vil-
lages of that district, baptizing 75
new converts, with another 50 bap-
tized by a Pwo Karen pastor. A new
church at Myin’kdaung village was
formed.

From 1855 to 1850, a pe-
riod of year? the records, reports
and statistics are for the combined
Sgaw and Pwo Karen fields,
Bassein and Rangoon, to stir up one
another in their evangelistic
responsilities.

The following year a simi-
lar meeting was held in Kalon vil-
lage. These meetings, along with
the Thanksgiving meeting in
Thayagon village in 1884 to
celebarte the completion of the en-
tire Pwo Karen Bible were Fore-
runners of the PwoKaren Baptist
Conference of 1908.

In 1899 there were eight
churches with 411members being
led by three ordained and six
unordained pastors in the Henzada
Danubyu field. At that time these
churches were part of the larger
Sgaw Karen Association.

In 1938 the youth of the
Christian Endeavor societies held
their own meeting apart from their
Sgaw Karen brethern, the initial
step in this final separation of the
Pwo Karen churches from the As-
sociation of both Pwo and Sgaw
Karen churches. This meeting was
held in Kyontanaw village; at this
time, seven of the fourteen Pwo
Karen churches decided to carry on
their work and meeting apart from
the Sgaw Karen churches in order
to concentrate their efforts in
imporving Pwo Karen churches
and making special evangelistic ef-
forts among the many non-Chris-
tian PwoKaren village in the dis-
trict. One of the leading figures in
the new Mahn Kyalun who died in
1955 at the age of 92. Another per-
son who encouraged thr Pwo to go
forward on their owin was Mahn
Ba Khaing who later assassinated
in 1947 with other Burma govern-
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ment cabinet members.

In 1939 two more churc-
hes joined thePwo Karen Associa-
tion making nine churches. In 1953
Sra Thein Lwin became their first
full time secretary to carry out the
work of thr Association. He was
succeeded by Mahn Ba Kyaw and
then Sra Shwe Dwe, a recent
graduate of the Pwo Karen bible
Training school. At this writing Sra
Aung Nyunt Tin is serving as full-
time secretary of this Association.

Rangoon-Maubin Field-
After spending one year in
Henzada, Rev. D. L. Brayton
moved to Rangoon in 1855 where
he worked till his death in1900.
While in Rangoon, Mr. Brayton his
Pwo Karen assistants carried on
extensive evengelistic work in the
Hanthawaddy District to the west
and southwest of Rangoon.

One of the outstanding
Pwo Karen pastors at that time was
Sar Myat Tha, the first pastor of
the Pwo Karen Kemmendine
church and also assistant to Mr.
Brayton in the translation and re-
vision of the Bible. Many Pwo
Karen pastors down through the
years of mission effort, although
limited in education have been men
of great faith, loyalty and courage
who would bear credit to any
church any where in the word.

By the year 1861, the
Rangoon-Maubin Pow Karen Bap-
tist Association was formed by
eight churches in the village of
Poppa, actually the first Associa-
tion of Pow Karen Baptist churches
as the Bassein Association was not
formed until 1863. The Pow Karen
church in Kemmendine came into
being about that time and was prob-
ably one of the first eigth in the
Association .

In 1879, Rev. and Mrs.
Walter Busshell arrived in Maubin
as the first missionaries to be locat-
ed in that town Mr.Bushell carried
on the evengelistic touring of the
districts. They established the
Nomal School where thousands of
Pwo Karen, as well as Sgaw
Karens and Burmese, have received
their education and Bible training

who labored long and effectively in
the Maubin School and thtough hte
district was Miss Carrie Putnam
who came to Manbin in 1887 and
continuet do serve there until she
died in 1927. She left an endow-
ment fund in her interest of which
has been used to help support the
educational and evangelistic work
of the Association.Other mission-
aries who have served for many
years in Maubin among the Pow
Karens were Miss Minnie Pound
and Miss Rebecca Anderson. Since
the Fletchers evacnated Maubin in
1941, there have been no Ameri-
can Missionarise living in that
place or even directly in charge of
the work of this Assocition.

The Pow Karen compound
in Maubin was completely in the
troublous days of 1949, and a num-
ber of Christian villages were
burned, making hundereds of
homeless refugees in a time of gen-
eral insecurity. Squatters occupied
most of the compound, but as soon
as a part of it was regained, the Pow
Karen Christans led by Sra Pan Hla
Byu begin to revive their church
and school. Temporay buildings of
bamboo and thatch were replaced
by more substantial structures as
more refugees came back to their
homes, and more resources became
available.

The Pow Karen Bible-The
Karens were a people without a
written language prior to the com-
ing of Americam Baptist mission-
aries. The frist attempt to reduce
the Pow Karen language to writ-
ing was made by Rev. Jonathan
Wade. Rev Edwin Bullard and Rey.
Durlin L. Brayton also were pio-
neers in this important task. A pe-
culiar orthography found among
the Lehkeh Pwo Karens near the
Thai-Burma border, called “hen
scratching” proved to be too diffi-
cult for popular usage. An adapta-
tion of Burmese letters was used
after trying various other orthog-
raphies during the ten year from
1840 to 1850.

Mr.Wade, with the help of
Pwo Karen assistant set to work
translating theBible into Sgaw
Karen. Mr.Bullard also began the
translation of the Gospels of Mat-

thew and John and New
Testansment books, but his early
death in 1847 cut short his work.
Mr. Mason, in addition to his work
with the Sgaw Karen translation,
also did some translation of the
Bible into Pwo Karen.

Afirst edition of 500 cop-
ies of Acts,translated from the
Greek by Rev.Bullard by the Mis-
sion press in Moulmein in 1847.
The first eidition of the whole Pwo
Karen New Testament was printed
in Tavoy in 1852.

With the death of Mr.
Bullard, the major task of transla-
tion and revision of the Pwo Karen
Bible fell on Rev. Brayton who was
also assigned to general
evangeliatic work. Pioneering in
village preaching and on organiz-
ing new churches, he could thus
spare little for translation work.
When Brayton reached the age of
retirement in 1847, and was not
physically able to tour as before,
he concentrated on completing the
entire Pwo Karen Bible, with the
help of his daughter, Mrs Braytom
Rose, and Pwo Karen assistants
such as Sra Kon Luht and Sra Myat
Tha. The final translation and re-
vision of the entire Bible was com-
pleted on Septemberl7, 1878, ap-
proximately forty years after the
work of Translation had begun and
twenty-six years after the first edi-
tion of the New Testament had
come off the press. The printing of
the first adition of the whole Pwo
Karen Bible was completed by the
American Baptist Mission press in
Rangoon in 1883. In celebration, a
Thanksgiving meeting was held at
Thayagon village nearWakema on
January 10-11,1884. Missionaries
and and Pwo Karen leaders from
all the Pwo Karen field gathered for
two days to praise God for the
Bible, now at long last translated
and printed in their own tongue.
They also took the opportunity to
make definite plans for the distri-
bution and sale of these new Bibles.

Since 1883 the Pwo Karen
Bible has had three editions by the
American Baptist Mission press
and two editions by the British and
Foreign Bible Society. The Pwo
Karen people owe an everlasting

for Christian faith and living.
One of the missionaries
J
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debt of gratitude to all those who
translated the word of God into
their mother tongue, and to those
who have made possible the print-
ing and distribution of the Pwo
Karen Bible.

The Pwo Karen Bible
Training School-The account of the
history of this school can be found
on pages 223-226 of Part 1.2 Both
as the Women’s Bible School for
both Pwo and Sgaw Karen women
from 1897 to 1934 and also as the
co-educational Pwo Karen Bible
Training School from 1934 to
present, this institution has played
an invaluble role in the growth and
strength of Christianity among the
Pwo Karens.

The Pwo Karen Baptist
Conference- In 1908 Pwo Karen
Baptist Conference was formed in
Bassein. Prior to that time the to
Pwo Karen Associations had very
little contact with one another. At
that time there were 26 churches
and over one thousand baptized
believersin the Rangoon-maubin
Association, and 47 churches with
over 2600 baptized believersin the
Bassein-Myaungmya Association.
The newly formed Pwo Karen Bap-
tist Conference gave these two as-
sociation a united organization
through which they became one of
the Burma Baptist Convention. It
gave the wide-scattered Pwo Karen
churches opportunity to learn of
each other’s work in annual meet-
mgs and to encourage one another
faith.

For many years the Pwo
Karens gathered for their annual
Pwo Karen Baptist Conferfnce
meetings with very little activity
between meetings. In 1935 Sra byu
became the Honorary Secretary
and Mahn Willington Nei Hla acted
as his assistant. It was not until
1947 that Sra Kwa was elected full-
ume secretary of the Conference
with resonsiblity to visit the Asso-
cation and try to co-ordanate their
work. However, due to lack of
funds, Sra Kwa served Honorary
Secretary with Sra Aye Myat Kyaw
(S Aye) as his assistant. Both men
served only part time as they had
other work.

A definite step forward

was taken in 1955 with the elec-
tion of Sra Aye Myat Kyaw as full-
time secretary of the conference, to
oversee all the Pwo Karen work and
to carry out the responsibilities des-
ignated to him by the Conference
Board of Management.

From 1950 to the present
time the Pwo Karen baptist Con-
ference has been greatly helped
through the Pwo Karen Program.
Through Mr. Burchard Shepherd,
one time Mission Builder and Trea-
surer in Burma, in conjunction with
the American Baptist Foreign Mis-
sion Society, a sum of K28,000 per
year has been made available for
student training evangelism in
needy areas, and general social
uplift among the Pwo Karen vil-
lages. This plan has recently
merged with the total program of
the Pwo Karen Baptiat Conference.
With the financial help of this pro-
gram some of our present
ourstanding leaders have been able
to get training and suppont in their
work, such as Mahn Knight, Mahn
Thawry, and Mahn Cameron in
publications and Mahn Ba Yin,
Director of Evangelism of the Con-
ference.

Mahn Ba Yin is seeking to
mark the Conference more aware
of Its evangelistic opportunities in
new frontiers in the Tenasserim Di-
vision and in the Irrawaddy Delta.
Women’s work has strong leader-
ship in Sramu Eleanor San Tay and
Sramu Luella San Gyaw. Publica-
tions and youth work also are go-
ing forword. Pwo Karens have rea-
son to be proud of their accomplish-
ments in all fields of Christian wit-
ness.

In 1961 Sra Aye Myat
Kyaw (S’Aye \) was elected Gen-
eral Secretary of the Burma Bap-
tist Convention, and Sra Ba Yin
was elected as general secretary of
the Pwo Karen Conference.

This brief sketch of the
growth of the Christian religion
among thePwo Karen during the
past 125 years shows that the way
of Jesus Christ is firmly established
among this people. Even so, it is
estimated that only about one Pwo
karen in ten is a Christian. Greater
things shall we and our descendants

see because God has been woring
and will continue to work in the
years that lie ahead.

THE PWO KAYIN
CONFERENCE

1. The Pwo Kayin Conference had
(75) executive committee members.
2. Seven sub-committee under the
following department.
(1) Evangelism Departmen
16 committee members
(2) Christian Education Depart-
ment
15 committee members
(3) The Pwo Kayin Press
15 committee members
(4) Finance Committee
18 committee members
(5) Leadership Committee
18 committee members
(6) Wind Committee
16 committee members
(Pwo Kayin Compound)
(7) Seminary Trustee
15 members
3. Women Society and Christian
Education Department
4. Youth Department
The Pwo Kayin Baptist Confer-
ence, Evangelist, Planning for A.D.
2000

MOTTO-Came Holy Spirit Renew
Thy Church

AIM-Pwo Kayin for Chnst, A.D
2000 to win soul 20,000 - mem-
bers to win soul 2,000,000

PURPOSE-
Churches

(1) Renew the

(2) Every Christian
must be witnessing for Christ
(3) Every Christian
must do the Wholistic mission work
(4) Every believers
must be the good Stewardship
In Pow Kayin Baptist
Conference we have only on band
group, these materials long time
ago, some of them supported by
Rev. W. D.Hackhtte and Mrs.
Louis Paw.

' (STAMPED)

REV MEC DONALD
DIRECTOR
Evengelism Mission Department
Pow Kayin Baptist Conference

ﬂEémﬁqmmwanEagém

X



TABLE OF STATISTICS FOR 1992 OF PWO KAREN BAPTIST CONFERENCE

ASSOCITATIONS WITHIN THE PWO KAREN BAPTIST CONFERENCE IN
MYANMAR

NO. ASSOCIATIONS CHURCHES MEMBER ORDAINED UNORDAINED EVANGELIST BIBLE SCHOOLS
PASTORS PASTORS WORKERS

—

BASSEIN MYAUNGMYA 55 7717 27 28 42 PHU MYAT SAN BIBLE SCHOOL
KYONPYAW KYAUNG GONE 43 6926 15 30 11 PYAWGONE BIBLE SCHOOL
DONYIN 6 883 3 3 13 PHU SAN PHAW BIBLE SCHOOL

MERGUE 5 560 2 3 - ONE BIBLE SCHOOL

YANGON HEADQUARTER -- - - - - BRAYTON SEMINARY
MYAUNGMYA 31 4300 7 20 9 --—-

YANGON MAUBIN 46 5365 18 46 10 -

HENZADA DANUBYU 13 1650 6 8 2 -—

KYONPYAW 10 1250 5 6 14 -—

© ® N U AW N

TOTLE = 209 28654 83 138 101
* 7- ASSOCIATIONS
* 5-BIBLE SCHOOLS WITH 103 STUDENTS

Independent Karen Historical Research Association (1. K. H. R. A)
invites all members, journal readers and scholars to contribute articles
dealing with the history of the Karen community to:

New State Journal.
Address : Independent Karen Historical Research Association.
No. 533 Intrakeere Road,
Mae Sot, Tak, 63110.
Phone : 0565532304, 055 542161, 055 544356, 055 533095.
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