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MY PARTICIPATION WITH SIR SAN PO'S

ENDEAVOUR FOR KAREN

'S WELFARE

DURING THE JAPANESE OCCUPATION

OF BURMA.

As a young man.l
remenber Sir San C.Po as an
able Karen leader who was also
duly recoanized as such by the
Isritish authorities as well as
the Karen people during the
Brtsh rule n Burma.l may
quote a remark by a promment
toreigner  from  the
When [ happened to ask him
25 to whether he knows the

Sir San . Po.he

wesl

iname ot
said."There i1s no person who
knows the Karen nation  and
does not Know  Sir San
C Po" According to my
indelible

remember

IMPressions, I
that he was the
toaren leader who made the
government to permit teaching
the Karen
Iterature  In
colleages and  also  the
cstablishment of a  gazetted
holidayon the  Karen
Year Day. Our Karen
National Flag and Our Karen
INational Anthemwas also
established by our leaders
headed by Sir San C.Po
Among the tew person who
Elighted in Burma in
those day. Sir San C.Po. stood
as a prominent Karen Knight
honoured by the British Crown.
My first contact or

language
schools

anc
and

New

were

-

relationship with tamily of
Sir San C.Po was with hjs
voungest son Orville Po
Orville was my best friend.
Now.Iwish to narrate as a flash-
back about some episodes with
which I wasinvolved in Sir San
. Pao's work for the Karen
people during the -¢ommunal
strife between Burmese and
Karen in the begining of the
Japanese regime. The mvading
Japanese Army were then
busy in mopping up operations
against the stragglers of the
retreating DBritish Army The
B I A headed by Aung San
were persecuting the Kargn.
They commited atrocities
agamst the Karens in such
torms as robbery. rape apd
murder. They informed the
Jap. commanding officers that
Karen are pro-British and spigs.
The laps conseqently syp-
ported the B.LA. and sum-
moned Karen Leaders fr¢m
Tharawaddy, Henzada. Toun-
goo. and Moulmein districts . |
remenber that [was the handy
man who had to send the
deputies to and from the
meeting places. Saw Ba Oo Gyi
was representing Tharawaddy.
While Kyadoe was a deputy
for Henzada. Dr.Po. Tilgne
was representing, Toungoo 4nd

Sjtcb

as [learned later. Moulein had
no representative \Why [ was
driving Dr .Po. Tilon to the
office of the meeting centre,
on the way we talked to one
another. Then, all of a sudden
Dr.Po Tilone asked me where I
come from. He said, he noticed
that [ had and Easten Karen
accent [ promptly told him that
I came from Moulmein side.
I was so surprised when he
said that T would do well tobe
the deputy for Moulmein. Then
and there he nominated me
as Moulmein's representative
and consequently I had to
attend the meeting that day as
a Karendeputy.

I did all the job of
sending off all the Karen
Leaders who lett for the
disstricts that they had re-
presented . On the nextday. Sir
San C. Po arrived, and again |
was the only person assigned to
accompany him 1 an automo-
bile. It was when Bassein Karen
leaders were summoned that
Sir San C.Po came to Rangoon.
He lodged with Dr Ba Than
Chain who was then residing at
Rauk Taw a suburban area mn
Rangoon. This place was where
I met him as | had to help
driving the motor vehicle that
conveyed him to place in Ran-

9



goon.Sir San C Po requested
me to drive him one ot his old
Japanese friends Dr.Kmura
who was none other than an
army colonel in the Japanese
Imperial Army. He wanted to
contact Dr Kimura in conec-
tion with the clash between the
Burmese B. [ A. soldiers and
the Karen People. He want to
tell the top Japanese Officials
about the Karen case. We met
Colonel Kimura told Sir San C.
Po that he will take up this case
and he wanted us to come
agam after a couple of days. He
said he will study the matter in
hand with a tendency to help
But, when we came back to
him again after a couple of days
he told Sir San C. Po that he
was sorry 1t was beyond his
power to settle or take up this
matter. He said that this type of
1ssue could be dealt with only by
their Military Police (KIM-
PETAI). The kimpetai Chief
was so fearful that among even
their Japanese officers, he was
know as 'The Lion'. He said
that he could never approach
the Kimpe Tai unless he was
first summoned.

We went home, but [
noticed that Sir San C.Po was
not a wee dishertend That
night 1 overheard him taking to
Dr.Ba Than Chain about his
past life, especially about the
oaths he made pertaining to his
Nation's welfare. He told Dr.
Ba Than Chamn that asa boy, his
parents were requested by a
mussionary couple to take him
to the U S A to educate him.

His parents agreed and he was
taken to America. tle was a
brilbant student and in the
course of btm passed his
M.D . and became a doctor. At
that ime and American young
ladv admired him. but the
matnmony was torbidden by
the elders. The elders told him
that his duty was to go back
his native land and serve Gaod.
Before he came back 1w
Burma. S San C Po continu-
ed. he had to make 3 vows in
front of his elders. He had
sworn his first oath to do God's
work as a true Christuan,
secondly he must serve the
people as a good doctor. He
must go at once upon any call
that sick people make regard-
less of race and rehgion He
sweared that he will not
differentiate poor or rich people
n all such matters. Thirdly he
will serve his people edu-

cationally and in the atfaws of

heaith and that not only
Karens. he also vowed to serve
any one in Burma as Burma 1s
his native land  That 1s why, he
said, he will go to the Japanese
Kimpetai Chief at any cost to
serve his Karen people even he
must lay down his very lite. The
question he then asked Dr. Ba
Than Chain was." who will
send me there?"To this Dr Ba
Than Chain refered to me m
reply, he told Sir San C. Po that
I was not his chaffeur but he
could ask me to take the task.
Dr. Ba Than Chain told him
that his wife asked me to stay
with him in his Bauk Taw

tcd

residence as he had no
company. | theretore whole
heartedly agreed to Sir San C.
Po's proposal as | was young.
very strong and love my Karen
people like Sur San C.Po.So. on
the next morning. Sir San and |
went straight to the Chief
Kimpetais Ottice n Rangoon.
As reached there I surveved the
place and found that the whole
length and breadth of the buil-
ding was barrnicaded with
barded wire. The place was the
police Law Courts near the
customs oitice. Then [ esped
and opening which was a sand -
bagged gate in a pertect straight
line with the part Com-
missioner's oftice building . |
made a verv caretull esimate as
to whether mv car would get in
squarely the barricades and the
opennings. [ was also aware ata
glance that there was a peril of
Japanese soldiers with shining
fixed bayonets guarding the
place whith the sole entrance .
Than I looked back over my
shoulders and asked Sir San C.
Po. "Would you dare to go in?"
Sir San C. Po then laughingly
responed by saying to me."
You are just robbing the same
question from my mouth!”
meaning. that he had wanted
to ask me if I would dare to
crash head-on through the
barricade of bayonets . The fact
that dominated the situation
was that those Japanese guards
would never allow us to go In .
and that we needed to take a
drastic action by crashing mto
the compound. That was why I



asked the question to Sir San C.
Po the final answer he gave

was," I permit you to do
whatever vou think right,

young man!" At this Juncture,
Ibacked up my car and began to
gain some distance from the
Port Commissioner's office
because our target was a
straight beeline from the Port
Commussioner's Office as 1
have mentioned before. So I
stepped onthe lever to a terrific
speed and crashed head on

through the opening into  the
compound. The Japanese
guards run for their lives.

Some of the gugrds ran side-
way while two of them ran
right infront of our car. This
prompted me to use my brakes
for tear of running them down

As soon as the car stopped.
tour Japanese came to me and
pmned me in the neck with
theirr bavonets two on each
side of car Then. one of their
olticers came near the door on
one side and drew his sword
But, without any known reason
the soldierswith the bavonets
did not give wav tor hum to cut
off mv neck This happened in
the same wav at both time he
;ztlcmpied o came to me Vvia
different doors 1o tell vou the
truth. [ was not inthe least frigh-
tened through these unusual
vutchmes.
anger [told them that  was only
a chatteur. and they should ask
questions to the g master at

And in a tone of

the back. gesturing to Sir San
(' Po. who sat verv serene and
calm at the car's back seat

Having heard my voice, that
some Japanese officer again
drew his Sumrai sword
threatening to cut off my head
which the bayonet blockades
did not allow him to do. Only
after some minutes that he
turned to Sir San C.Po. Sir San
C.. fumbled for something in
his coat pockets, pulled out a
card and gave 1t to that officer.
The officer took the card and
turned it from side to side.
scrutinizing it with a vague look
showing that he was utterly
illiterate. To this, 1 laughed
quietly, as I came to realize that
Japanese ofticer would be far
from understanding the English
with which I spoke to hm a
few moments back That
Japanese officer stillhandle the
card asit he did not know that
to do with it. 1 unpatiently
commanded him to take that
card to his superiors in the main
office by makmng strong
aestures. After some hesitation,
he took the card to the main
buillding and had now mn turn
talked to the guard who stood
there and gave him the card.
The guard has now gone to the
big big master. After some ma-
ments | heard sound of foot-
steps that came running down
the stairs of the building. When
I looked up Isaw two persons at
the foot of the stawrs: one was
Ba Theh Gyvi and the other a
Jap. On reporting this to Sir
San. he asked me to make sure
it it was reallv Ba Theh Gy |1
asked whether Sir San was
aquainted with Ba Theh Gwi

#tiah

He answered,” why, he's my
grandson." Sir San went on to
say that if he's really Ba Theh
Gyi, it must surelly be God's
Divine Intervention. Ba Theh
Gyi heartily welcomed us and
escorted us and our car to the
office building.  Entrance
reaching the door, the Japanese
guard very politely cpened the
car's door for Sir San, and as
Sir San Stepped out, he was
urhered 1 to the office by Ba
Theh Gyt It was nearly half an
hour when Sir San. Ba Theh
Gvi and the Kimpeitai Chief
reappeared. Then a Jap. Guard
came running to me and told me
to follow their car thatis leaving
the vicnity mn afew minutes .
Them we followed the car to a
place called golden Valley.
The place was the chief's
residence. Parking the car near
the house, I saw. Sir San. Ba
Theh Gyiand the Japanese
Kimpetai Chief sitting round a
table. As the car was parked
near to the sitting room, I
overheard the Japanese asking
Sir San the reasons of his visit.
Sir San told him that it was the
Karen Affairs with the comm-
unal problems caused by the
B. 1 A Burmese. And the
Kimpetain Chief allowed Sir
San to spoke up three topics for
the affairs of the Karens. Sir
San promptly thanked him for
this. At thismoment Ino longer
heard what they said.

A short while later, 1
stepped out from my car and
drawing closer I could see that
Sir San had alreadv made his

¢



three pownts tor his Karen
People. The Japanese sat
stooping over his table. took out
his handkerchiet and wiped
what seemed to be his tears.
Then [ heard distinctly what he
told Sir San. He said that when
he went to the United States to
studv In one American Univer-
sitv. he read one journal and
had come across the name and
biography of Sir San. As Sir
San. was and Asiatic who made
aood n his studies as a medical
student in the US. and as
knighthood has been conterrd
to him. he had wanted to see
Sir San smee those days. He
sad that now he s protoundly
happy that he has now met him
i persen He said that only a
person of  Sir San's  stature
would be able to speak on the
three points in such an etfective
manner Now he said he has
come to know the truth and he
remorseful tor the
Karens and ftelt deeply asha-
med tor what his nation has
He offered to send a
company of soldiers to guard
Sir San on his return to Bassen
o be sate from the communal
strite. However Sir San Pob-
tely declined his offer. Sir San
was asked us to how many
people he had as his com-
panians. He told the Japanese
Chiet’ that he had only one
companion and that god was
the cne

This was the episode when
Sir San set aright that the B.LA.
had created against the Karens
as Hitler did to the Jews In

Wwas 50

done

J0

Germany. The Karens sur-
vived that reign of terror
through the coordnation with
heroic events mentioned herein
above,

As a Karen, [ am truly
tobe a part of this
event which will
down n the
KAREN HIS-

proud
historical
glorously  go
cannals of
TORY.

Peace Mission For Communal Strife.

Karen Central Organization.

1.Dr. San C. Po.

2. Mahn Ba Khin.
3. Mahn Tun Kyar.
4. Saya Tha Thoe.

5. Mahn Pu Ta Lok.
6. Saw Ba Oo Gyi.
7. Dr. Saw Hla Tun.
8. Saw Ba Maung.
9. Saw Par K.

Dr. Ba Maw's Government.

1. General Aung San.
2. Tha Khin Than Tun.
3. Tha Khin Nu.
4. Pao U Hla Pe.
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